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ton Duke, of Durham; L. E. Pridgen, of Greene
County; C. H. BelVin, of Raleigh. The legacy
largest in amount was made by Brother James
Bradl.ey, of California, a former North Caro
linian. He gave an interest in some property
in Minneapolis, l\linn., which, when finally sold,
netted the institntion about $6,000.

When Brother Lawrence, whose service to the
cause was really great. retired from the manage
ment of the institntion in July, 1898, Col. W. J.
Hicks, of Raleigh, the choice of the Board for
the Superintendency, took up the work.

At this time, the Directors most wisely created
the' office of Lady Snpervisor, anll placed in this
office Miss Nettie N. Bemis, an energetic and a
capable worker. Among h:r many responsible
duties is the snpervision of the school work and
of the domestic or household duties of the girls.
A good Wt)m,Ul in this position performs a ser
vice which a man could not perform.

During the present administration, that of
Col. Hicks, the worth of which can perhaps, be
better measnred in the coming years, the bnsi~

ness organization has been im proved, the school
work has been more thoroughly organized and
has been macle more efficient. The girls' cot-·
tages, the movement for the building of which
began nnder Brother Lawrence's administration,
have been constrncted and occupied. The wood
working shop has been removed from its loca
tion some distance from the gronnds to a con
venient site near the boys' cottages, into a brick
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Dnilrling erected fot it mostly 01.11 of inaterial
from the boys' old building. Not far ftom
the wood-shOp two brick buildings have been
erected for the laundry and sewing rooms and
and the printing office and shoe-shop. A deep
well has been bored and the water and se,:erage
system has been improv:rl. Tile industnal. de:
partments of the institutIOn have been ceutral
ized both for conveuieuce, thoroughness of sn
pe,,:ision and economy. Room,S for the Supe~'
inte11llent have beeu fitted up IU lhe Sfl1nt John s
College building and his fonner home has been
converted into a conveuient hospItal. An of"
fice or administration building IS uow ueanng

com pletion. .
These aud minor improvements have, cer-

tainly, increased the posEibilities of the institu·

tion for a high grade of work.
From 1872 when the Orphanage was estab·

lished to 1909 the number of affiliate Master
Masons in the State has grown from only a few
thousand to about 19,000. The number of clul·
dren in the Oxfonl Orphan Asylum has grown
to 325, and since 1872, acconling to records, full}'

. I and boys have recelVed the care of2,500 gn s < ••

the Orphanage. Many of these are useful, Chns-

tian citizens.
Of the atmosphere, the spirit of the place, a

matter of such vital importance, I call1:?t and
shall not attempt to write with defi11lteness.
Snffice it to say that we have abundant reason to
helieve that God is in the work, that He has a;


